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Week of March 4, 1991 


STATE AND REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT IN 1990 


WASHINGTON -- Annual average unemployment rates were higher in 
1990 than in 1989 for 27 states and the District of Columbia, 
according to the estimates released by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. Rates decreased over 
the year in 20 states and were unchanged in three states. 
Nationally, the civilian worker unemployment rate rose from an | 
average of 5.3 percent in 1989 to 5.5 percent last year, reversing 
the steady decline which had been evident from 1983 through 1989. 


The convergence of regional and division unemployment rates 
towards the national average, which was noted in 1989, continued in 
1990. Unemployment rates among the four major regions were in a 
very narrow range in 1990--from 5.3 percent in the Northeast to 5.6 
percent in both the South and Midwest. In contrast, the 1989 rates 
ranged from 4.5 percent in the Northeast to 5.7 percent in the 
South; in 1988, the range was even wider--from 4.0 percent in the 
Northeast to 6.1 percent in the South. 


Among the nine divisions, the sharpest labor market changes 
occurred over the past 2 years in those which had had the highest 
and lowest unemployment rates in 1988. In New England, where the 
economy weakened markedly, the jobless rate rose from 3.1 percent 
in 1988 to 3.9 percent in 1989 and then jumped to 5.7 percent in 
1990. At the other extreme, in the heavily oil and gas dependent 
states of the West South Central division-- Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, and Texas--the rate fell from 7.8 to 6.8 percent and then 
to 6.2 percent. Despite this drop, the West South Central 
states still had the highest rate of the nine divisions in 1990. 
The lowest rate last year was in the heavily agricultural West 
North Central - division--Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota--4.6 percent. 


The narrowing range of regional unemployment rates towards the 
national average reflected marked movements among the states. In 
1990, 24 states had unemployment rates between 5.0 and 6.0 percent. 
(See map.) In 1988, when the national average was also 5.5 
percent, only 15 states were in the same narrow band. Last year, 
only three states--West Virginia, Mississippi, and Michigan--had 
unemployment rates of 7.0 percent or higher, whereas, in 1988, 11 
states had rates that high. Unemployment rates of 4.0 percent or 
less were registered in three Great Plains states and Hawaii in 
1990. Two years earlier, very low rates were evident in all six 
New England states, three other Atlantic Coast states, and 
Nebraska, South Dakota, and Hawaii. 
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Despite the increase in unemployment nationally, sizable 
decreases did take place in several states between 1989 and 1990. 
In Louisiana, the rate dropped from 7.9 to 6.2 percent, and large 
decreases also occurred in Washington, Nebraska, and Wyoming. 
Nebraska, at 2.2 percent, was the state with the lowest 
unemployment rate in 1990. The largest year-to-year 
increases occurred in the New England states, with Rhode Island, 
New Hampshire, and Massachusetts all experiencing jumps of more 
than 2 percentage points. 


All estimates presented in this release, except those for 
Puerto Rico, were derived from the Current Population Survey, a 
sample survey of about 60,000 households conducted monthly for the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of the Census. A 
description of the survey and information about the reliability of 
the state estimates appear in Geographic Profile of Employment and 
Unemployment, 1989, Bulletin 2361. 
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Table 1. Employment status of the Civilian noninstitutional population 16 years of age and over by region, division, and state, 
1989-90 annual averages 


(Numbers 1n thousands) 
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Population force Employed Unemploved rate Error ranoe 
of rate, 

: . 19901 


1989 . 1990 1989 1990 . 1989 . 1990 . 1989 . 1990 . 1989 . 199u 
; . 


United StatesZ/.....++++++- 186,393. 188,069:123,869.124,787.117,342 117,914. 6,528. 6,874 


Region, division, and state 


ur 
Ww 
ue 
ue 
ue 
be 
w 
o 


Northeast...cssccceccccevccvesesens 39,304. 39,348: 25,528 25,667. 24,387. 24,300 1,141 1,370 
New England....sssccessersevcccee 10,099 10,131. 7,001: 7,045: 6,730. 6,648 271 399 
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Middle Atlantic...scessseeeseceee: 29,205; 29,217, 18,527. 18,622) 17,657 17,652 870 971: 
New JErSeyssecccecccecccccceees: 6,032, 6,028. 3,989: 4,048. 3,826 3,646. 163 202 
New York. sccccscecccccccccsccees 13,806. 13,801: 8,681: 8,673. 8,238. 8,223. 442. 451 
Pennsylvania..ssscecceceeeceeess 9,367. 9,388; 5,857. 5,901. 5,592. 5,583 264. 318. 
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Midwest..cccccsceccccccecstecccccces: 45,345; 45,508: 30,775: 30,817. 29,123. 29,100: 1,651. 1,716. 
East North Central....ssesecesees: 31,966. 32,087: 21,516; 21,459: 20,280: 20,173. 1,236: 1,285. 
LILiMOIS. .occvcccccsevescccoece 8,833. 8,873. 6,015. 6,029. 5,656. 5,658. 359. 371. 
4,217: 4,241. 2,861: 2,832: 2,744: 2,682: 136: 150 

MICHigaNeseescecsssececs . 6,985; 7,000: 4,592: 4,578:- 4,267. 4,233: 326: 344, 
HiGiccoccccececodeccscccsceces. Oage: Gide SiQiSy SiGe S018: 5.28: 300: 307 
WLECONSINe cccccccccccccccccccce: 3,669. 3,688. 2,611: 2,587. 2,497. 2,476. 114, 113. 
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West North Central.....sscseceeees 13,379, 13,421: 9,259: 9,358. 8,843 8,927. 416. 431. 
TOWAs seseececes : 2,154. 2,158: 1,513 1,496: 1,448. 1,433. 65: 63. 
KANSAS. .eseccecccccccccccccecee: 1,854. 1,860. 1,284. 1,300. 1,233. 1,243. 52. 57. 
Minnesota. csccccecccccccccccces: 3,269, 3,293. 2,343. 2,404: 2,261: 2,268: 102: 116: 
MISBOUFL.ccescccsccccccccccccce: 3911. 3,921. 2,614. 2,634. 2,471 2,483 143. 151 
Nebraska....sccoscccccscccccees: 1,194. 1,197. 812: 839. 787. 821. 25: 18 
North Dakota..srccsccecsccccees: 478. 473 331. 325. 317 312. 14. 13. 
South Dakota..sccccscsescccccee: 519: 519 361. 360 346: 347 15. 13. 
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BUEN cccceccccccccccccccccccccccces GIES: 64,347 41,749: 42,099. 39.377: 39,725: 2.373: 2,377: 
South Atlantac..sesscscccceceeves: 32,592: 33,070: 21,589. 21,869. 20,555. 20,740: 1,034. 1,131. 
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GOOFGlassescscevcsecccscssvcces: : 4,763. 3,195. 3,216. 3,018. 3,041.2. 177: 175. 
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East South Central..ccccssssceeee: » 11,575: 7,184. 7,240: 6,730: 6,795: 454; 444 
Alabama...ccccsccscccccscsscees: » 3,088; 1,907: 1,892; 1,773. 1,764. 1s. 
KeNtucky..-scececcccccccesccsse: : 2,803; 1,742: 1,767: 1,634: 1,664: 108: 
MISBISSIPPl..eeeeeccrcccccecees » 1,901. 1,166. 1,184. 1,076. 1,095: 91: 88 
Tennesmee....-sssccseccceeseces: 3,753. 3,783: 2,368: 2,397: 2,247: 2,272: 121: 


. 
. 


Vn Dane 

KF onocw 

VyuUngn 
: 

air 


Vie Onde 
WRARW 


eauvnw 
YVnro@e 


West South Central.....seceseeeee: 19,550. 19,702: 12,976: 12,990: 12,092. 12,190: 884. 
AGUAREEB sc ccccccvecvescsoccccecs: -Eeta+e 1,997. 3,135, 3,233: 1.008.. 1,008: 82. 
LOULS1ANA.. ss eeceececceccccceee: 3,156: 3,144: 1,900. 1,874: 1,749: 1,758: 151: 
Oklahoma...sscccesccceccccccess. 2,386. 2,390. 1,523. 1,540. 1,438. 1,454. 85. 
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West .ccccccccccccccvecccsccccceeses: 38,106, 38,847; 25,843. 26,205. 24,476: 24,790. 1,367. 
MOUNTAIN. ceecceeccceeccccceccces: 9,791, 9,924. 6,622. 6,744. 6,258. 6,391. 364. 
APAZONAc cccccccccccccccccccccce: 2,618: 2,662: 1,707' 1,726. 1,617: 1,634: 89. 92: 
Coloradd..cccscccccccccvccccecs: 2,460. 2,475: 1,695. 1,756. 1,597. 1,669. 98. 87 
726: 738: 489. 496; 464. 467; 25: 29 
596. 597. 405: 402. 381. 379. 24. 23. 
Nevada. secccccscccscccccsccsces: 841. 881. 602. 626. 572: 595: 30. 31 
NeW MOX1CO..ssecccceccccccecses: 1,096. 1,108. 698: 700. 631. 656. 46. 44 
Utalheosecesece eccccecccccccccee. 1,110. 1,123: 789; 792; 752. 758. 37 34 
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Pacific.. secccecccececeeeces: 28,315. 28,923: 19,221. 19,461. 18,218 18,399. 1,003. 
Alaska. .cccccsccccscccvcccccece: 350: 353. 253; 257. 236. 239. 17 18 
Calaforniasssceccscecesseeceees 21,460. 21,939: 14,518 14,670 13,780. 15,846. 737. 623- 
HAWALL so cccccccceces 790 803: 525: 539: 51l. 524. 13 13 
OF@GON.ccccccccccccccccccccccce: 2,160. 2,197. 1,478. 1,492. 1,391. 1,409. 64 82 
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1, Error ranges are shown at the 90-percent confidence 4° The source of these data is the Emplovment Security 
level. Agency of Puerto Kico. 

2/ Because of separate processing and weighting proce- 4 Not. avarlapie. 
dures, totais for the United States differ from the results NOTE: Sub-natione: data for ]9864<40 Nave mot been 
obtained by aggregating the data for regions, divisions, or subject to the revision that normalis eecurs at the end of 
states. Moreover, due to independent population adjustments, each year vecause updated popuiatucn estimates are not vet 
data for geographic components may not add to totals for available. 
larger geographic areas. 
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The first use of a militia to break up a strike took place 
in 1828 in Paterson, N.J., according to "Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. Factory workers 
were protesting the changing of their dinner hour and eventually 
demanded a 10-hour day. The militia quelled the strike, but the 


workers did succeed in preventing the change in their dinner 
hour. 


The first use of federal troops during a strike was in 1834 
when President Andrew Jackson dispatched troops to end a violent 
labor disturbance among Chesapeake and Ohio Canal workers, 
according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 


The first written expression on general strike theory was by 
William Benbow in 1834, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a 
U.S. Labor Department publication. Benbow, a Socialist, wrote 
"Grand National Holiday and Congress of the Productive Classes." 
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